
There seems to be some confusion as to what love is.  There is one thought floating around that 
ÓÉÎÃÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÕÍÁÎÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÕÎÄÏÕÂÔÅÄÌÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÌ ÏÆ 
ÌÏÖÅȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÁÔȟ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÎÏ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ 
what that love looks like.  

7ÅÌÌȣȢ 

God does tell us what love is.  God does tell us what love looks like.  He even defines love as we 
find in His manual of instructions of how to live a joyful life.  The manual is called the Holy Bible. 

What is love?  The way I understand it, the love that is of God could not be explained in the 
existing Greek words in the days when the New Testament was written.  A new word was 
createdɂagape.  There are several places where love is written about.  We will look at three. 

First is Philippians 2:3-4.  These two verses give the definition of agape. 

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others. 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÓÅÌÆÌÅÓÓȟ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÁÂÓÔÒÁÃÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
ÖÅÒÓÅÓȟ 0ÁÕÌ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.Ï×ȟ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅȢȱ  (Å ÕÓÅÓ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
example of verses 3-4. 

Second is the one that comes to many persons mind.  It is John 3:16.   

Ȱ&ÏÒ 'ÏÄ ÓÏ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÇÁÖÅ (ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅÇÏÔÔÅÎ 3ÏÎȟ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÉÎ (ÉÍ ÓÈÁÌÌ 
ÎÏÔ ÐÅÒÉÓÈȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 

4ÈÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÁÎÓ ς ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ (ÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ 
dominated by the values or lack thereof as determined and enforced by Satan.  The action of 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ (ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ /ÎÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ËÉÎÄ 3ÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ 
perish in hell, but have eternal life. 

The third passage is 1 Corinthians 13. This passage has to be included, right? 

4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 
6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  8 Love never fails. 

This passage is often read in weddings as if it only applies to marriage relationships.  Such is not 
true.  This passage applies to all relationships. 

#ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÓ (Å ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÎ (ÉÓ "ÏÏË ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
relationship?  Think of the change that will happen in families, in churches, in schools, in the 
community, in the nation, and around the world.   There will be no protest for personal rights.  
They will be transformed to being praise rallies to God the Father who loves us through Jesus 
Christ, His Son.   

This love is humanly impossible. It can only become reality when all surrender to Jesus as Lord.   

Since February is Love Month, let us love one another as Christ also loves us.  So we will prove that we 

are His followers. 

Gary 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

SUNDAY  

Mission Friendsï after childrenôs sermon 

RAs, GAs, Acteens, & Challengersï  7pm 

Discipleship Courses ï 6pm 

Adult Choir meets 5pm  

Counting  Ushers  1 2 3 4 

Brad Stephens 

David Norris 

Sylvia Dorman 

David Norris 

Steve Hall 

Robert Taylor 

Brian Roberts     

Deacon  

Guy Majewski  

Flowers  placed in 

honor of Charles 

and Beck Edge  

57 years from 

their children  

5 

Church Council 

Meeting  

4:15  

6 7 8 9 10  11  

AM Megan Harris & 

Marybeth Bennett 

PM Helen Stephens 

      

Deacon  

Leroy Clewis  

Flowers  Available  

12  ñTea for Twoò 

Praying Together 

WBA WMU meeting 

at Maple  

 3 to 4:30pm  

13  14 Valentineôs Day 15  16  17  18  

AM Melissa Stephens 

& Melissa Boyd 

PM Kristi Bratcher 

   

 

 

Childrenôs Ministry 

Day  

GA Brunch  

Deacon  

Price Todd, Jr.  

Flowers Available  

19  

 

20  21  22  23  24  25  

AM Helen Stephens & 

Ava Norris 

PM Pam Allsbrook  

      

Deacon  

John Spearman  

Flowers placed in 

memory of  

 Leeôs birthday by 

John, Angie, 

Andrea and Brad  

26  

 

27  28  
Wednesday  

Supper 6:15 pm 

Youth DT 7pm 

Childrenôs Choir  7pm 

Young Adult Bible 

Study 7pm 

Prayer Mtng 7:15 pm 

 

Save the 

date:  

March 4  

 AM Nancy Mikres & 

Kelly Jordan 

PM Helen Stephens First Good News 

Club meetingðfall 

semester  

Page 2 The Maple Messenger 

ñWe cannot pray in love and live in hate and still think we are worshiping God.ò  ðA.W. Tozer  

Feb 13-19 Focus on WMU 

Please focus on John 1 for your 

bible study this month.  This is the 

text of the current sermon series 

for Sunday Morning Worship 


