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David Brooks is a writer for 4ÈÅ .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓȢȱ  On July 28, 2016, he published an 
ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÉÓ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇȢ  
How does a journalist for The New York Times structure his attitude of be thankful.  
Using his experiences of staying in nice, high priced hotels versus staying in budget 
ÍÏÔÅÌÓȟ "ÒÏÏËÓ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅȢ  Ȱ'ÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÏÍÅ 
kindness exceeds expectations, when it is undeserved. Gratitude is a sort of laughter 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓȢȱ 
 
That is his explanation based on hotel experiences.  However, for us as Christ-
followers, that is a great statement of how we are to be because of our experiences 
with Jesus Christ.   
 
#ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓ σ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ  #ÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ρ ÁÎÄ ς 
talks of how God makes us to become new because of our experience with the 
Preeminent Jesus Christ.  Chapter 3 gives us instruction of what life is to look like 
because we are become new through faith in Jesus Christ.  Verse 15 of chapter 3 says 
ÔÈÉÓȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÒÕÌÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȟ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÂÏÄÙȠ 
ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌȢȱ   
 
The last part of that verse is so small as far as number of words in the phrase.  Yet, it is 
ÓÏ ÈÕÇÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÕÓȢ  ,ÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÓÅ ÒÅÁÄÓȟ ȰÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌȢȱ  )Ô ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅȢ  #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ 
thankful.  Thankful can be literally translated as thanks giving.  It emphasizes the 
obligation we have to be thankful for a favor done to us that is absolutely, completely 
ÕÎÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÄȢ  Ȱ&ÁÖÏÒ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙȟ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÄȣȱ  9ÏÕ 
ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÂÙ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕȩ  )ÔȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÌÏÖÉÎÇËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 
Testament.  It is called grace in the New Testament.   
 
As sinful human beings, we expect nothing more than condemnation for our sins.  Yet, 
the great, grace-giving God calls us out to be part of the one body that allows our lives 
to be ruled by the peace of Christ.  God does it out of lovingkindness.  It is by grace.  He 
gives more than we deserve.  He gives more than we can ever repay.  Put that in your 
coffeepot and brew on it for a while.  And then, live your life being thankful for what 
the Lord has done for you.   
 
If David Brooks came up with his explanation of gratitude based on hotel experiences, 
imagine what he would write if he based his explanation of gratitude on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 
Be blessed this November, 
Gary 
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DEACON FAMILY  ASSIGNMENTS  

2017 -18  

A-B:   Rick Moran 

C-Di: Dominic Mason 

Do-Ha: Jonathan Stephens 

He-Johnson (A -K): Alan Jordan 

Johnson (L -Z) -  Lee: Guy Majewski 

Lef -Norris (A -E): Steve Hall 

Norris (F -Z) -  Ri: Keith Sarvis 

Ro-Ta:  Raymond Hairston 

Te-Z: David Harris   
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ñComing together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.ò      ðHenry Ford  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

Sunday  Wednesday  1 2 3 4 

 

Mission Friendsï after childrenôs sermon 

RAs, GAs, Topicsï  7pm 

Discipleship Training ï 6pm 

Adult Choir meets 5pm   

Supper 6:15 pm 

Childrenôs Choir  7pm 

Youth Bible Study 7pm 

Prayer Mtng 7:15 pm  

Birthday Party 
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God sometimes chooses to be limited by our prayer life.  He will do nothing unless we ask him.  Right now 

God is not ruling this world, but one day he will.  

 2 Peter 3:9 ñGod is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.ò (This is 

not being done).  

In the book of Genesis, God said he was giving Adam dominion over his creation.  That put Adam over 

Godôs works, but Satan caused creationto be marred by sin and took to himself the dominion of the 

world. 

 2Corinthians 4:4 calls Satan the God of this world. 

Phillipians 4:6 ñBe careful for mothing but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known unto Godò. 

Prayer and studying Godôs word (not just reading) is what every Christ ïfollower must do!  

We need directions for everything we do in life, this is our directions on how to be a true child of Gods.  

MONTHLY CHALLENGE:  

Go to Godôs word and learn how to pray as a Christ - follower. 
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|SUNDAY  COFFEE AND SUCH - 9:30AM; SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10AM; WORSHIP GATHERING WITH CHURCH - 11AM; TOPICS - 6PM; 

WORSHIP GATHERING WITH CHURCH- 7PM | WEDNESDAY  SUPPER - 6:15PM; BIBLE STUDY - 7PM  

Please pack the following items in your 2017 Christmas Prisoner 

Packets:  

1.· (1) BLACK non-retractable pen (no wire clips, no other color pens)  

2.· (1) Writing tablet 5" x 8" (no wire bound or marble covered composition 

books) 

3.· (5) First class #10 STAMP EMBOSSED envelopes (no regular stamps 

accepted) 

4.· (1) ADULT toothbrush (factory sealed, no multipacks)  

5.· (1) 4 oz. - 6 oz. toothpaste (no travel size)  

6.· (1) 3.2 oz. - 6 oz. bar of soap (no travel size, no unwrapped/unboxed 

bars) 

7.· (2) ROLLS OF HARD CANDY like LifeSavers/Breath Savers /Mentos (no 

Smarties, Sweetarts, Necco Wafers, Rolos, Starburst, TicTacs) 

8.· (1) GALLON zipper bag (no other sizes accepted) 

All items must fit inside the gallon zipper bag with the zipper closed securely.  

Please DO NOT include:  

washcloths· toothbrush holders· floss· soap dishes· combs  

Prisoner Packets will be accepted throughout the month of November at the 

Waccamaw Baptist Association office.  The office is open MondayðThursday, 

8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  

An Invitation  

Maple is participating in the Waccamaw WMU association-

wide missions project,      �^���v�����‰�‰���o�����Z�]���v�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�u���•���(�}�Œ��

�&���u�]�o�]���•���]�v���<���v�š�µ���l�Ç�X�_������ 

Everyone is invited  to participate in this Family Project by 

making monetary contributions October 22 through 

November 23, 2017.  In our young Kentucky Family, we 

have a daddy, age 37; a mama, 36; a boy, age 16; and three 

girls ages 15; 14; and eight weeks.  

 Cash or checks payable to Waccamaw WMU can be given 

to Joanne or Peggy, who  will shop for the family  and 

�]�v���o�µ�����������^�'�}�o�����v�����}�Æ�_���}�(���v�}�v-perishable food items. 

Beyond financial contributions, we ask that you PRAY 

especially for each of the Families in Kentucky based upon 

Numbers 6:24-26:  24The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 
25The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious 

unto thee; 26The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 

and give thee peace. 

Thank you, and God Bless.  


