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October 2014 H OMECOMING 2014  for Maple Baptist Church is October 12.  YOU ARE INVITED!  

We hope you will come, celebrate what God has done, is doing, and will do in the life of 

our church.  Dale Long will be speaking in the 11:00 a.m. service.   

 

Are you involved in a small group Bible study?  In Maple, the predominant place and time that small group 

Bible study takes place is at the church campus on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.  I strongly encourage 

you to be involved in a Sunday morning Bible study.   Many who receive this newsletter are members of 

Maple.  I invite you to participate in Sunday morning Bible study.  Some are not members of our church, 

but are members of other churches.  I strongly encourage you to be a part of a small group Bible study 

where you are, whether it is a Sunday morning Bible study or a study that meets on another day of the week.   

 

WAIT!! Before you turn the page to read the rest of the Messenger, please stay with me.  There are reasons 

why we should be involved in a small group Bible study. 

 

REASON 1 ï It is the place where discipleship takes place.  You will be encountering the Word of God.  

Any time you encounter the Word of God, you encounter God.  When you have an encounter with God, you 

cannot help but to be changed in some way.  He changes us to be more and more in the image of Jesus 

Christ.  The teachers of our Sunday Bible study are committed to praying and studying the lessonsô Bible 

passages diligently, preparing a lesson for you.  They often find themselves overwhelmed with what they 

have discovered and cannot wait to share it with their classes.  Most hold no seminary degree.  However, 

they are students of the Word of God.  They have studied so that God can 

give a word to you that will transform you more into the image of Jesus 

Christ.  That is discipleship. 

 

REASON 2 ï It is the place where fellowship takes place.  It is the place 

where we share in the common bond of Jesus Christ.  You will find in your 

study group persons who have the same struggles you have or have had the 

same struggles you have.  God uses each other to encourage each other and to 

build each other up in Christ.  Fellowship is essential to the health of the church.  Sunday Bible study is 

where fellowship happens. 

 

REASON 3 ï It is the place where ministry takes place.  Spiritual needs are met.  Physical needs are met.  

Emotional needs are met.   Family needs are met.   

 

REASON 4 ï It is the place where worship happens and where preparation for corporate worship is made.  

As you have encounters with God, worship allows you the chance to respond to God.  Our corporate 

worship is centered on the Word of God.  We read it, allow God to reveal Himself through the Word and 

using music, giving, and listening respond to the revelation of God.   

 

REASON 5 ï It is the place where Evangelism takes place.  It is the place where persons can here the good 

news of Jesus Christ and commit their lives to Christ as personal Lord and Savior.  Church members, 

Sunday Bible study members, do you have a friend or family member who is not a believer?  Why not 

invite them to your Sunday Bible study group.  Itôs a great place for them to meet new people and meet the 

Lord.  All that many of them are waiting for is the invitation. 

 

Discipleship, Fellowship, Ministry, Worship, and Evangelism:  Do these see familiar?  They are the five 

functions of the early church of Acts 2.  Sunday Bible study is the place where we can be the New 

Testament church.   

 

Pastor Gary 

4500 Highway 65, Conway, SC 29526 

843-365-2627 maplebaptist@yahoo.com 

www.maplebaptistchurch.com 

cell 843-421-7583   

pastormbc4500@yahoo.com 
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Connecting the Dots  

 
I must confess, this month I had a difficult time writing the prayer 
corner.  Usually, I have it in early, but I recently started working 
and things have gotten really hectic.  Even though, like many of 
you, I have a hard time finding the time, I want to make sure that 
I give this column the importance it deserves.  

I figured out this week that listening to my praise music in my ear 
pieces really helps with my writing. So, naturally, thoughts of this 
quarter in our Sunday School lesson began to come to my mind 
and kind of stayed there. We are in Ephesians this month and we 
have been connecting the dots about our lives, our church and our 
lives in the church and how Paul seems to have woven a founda-
tional pattern for us to follow and the importance of following this 
pattern, and how it can benefit us, the church and the blessings 
and results that will come from that.   Of course it all begins with 
Christ then Unity, Growth, Words, Service, and weaving that last 
connection, prayer. Paul charged us with some huge responsibili-
ties but none of it is just surface stuff. Itôs all digging into our 
hearts and becoming committed, determinedly committed.  

But I began to think today, where we could find inspiration for all 
that; where in Godôs word could there be scripture that could pos-
sibly intertwine with all we have been studying and hopefully ap-
plying in our daily lives. And I thought of Psalm 119. Now we all 
know that Psalm 119 is the longest Psalm and the longest chapter 
in the Bible, but I needed only to go to the very beginning. I 
checked different translations and I liked the New Living translation 
the best. 

Psalm 119:1-8 

Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the 
Lord. Joyful are those who obey His laws and search for him with 
all their hearts. The do not compromise with evil and they walk 
only in His paths. You have charged us to keep your command-

ments carefully. Oh that my actions would consistently reflect your 
decrees! Then I will not be ashamed when I compare my life with 
your commands. As I learn your righteous regulations I will thank 
You by living as I should. I will obey Your decrees. Please donôt 

give up on me!  

The writer is asking the same question that we have been asked in 
every one of our lessons. How do we stay connected in a contami-

nated world, as a church body and in our daily lives? As Paul 
charges us with all these responsibilities of staying connected in the 
church, we find the same answer in this Psalm. Time and time again, 
the answer is and always will be the same, even repetitious; by stay-
ing in Godôs word, following Godôs commands, becoming the living 
standard of God Himself. As we do that and become committed to 
ourselves, one another and as a church body, we will stay connected 

in Christ, unity, growth, prayer, and through our words which is so 
often the most important thing to guard.  

The Psalm tells us that people of integrity are joyful and when we 
are joyful we follow Godôs instruction and we obey His laws. And just 
as this Psalm says the Lord charges us, so does Paul as he writes to 
the Ephesians. But I love verse 7 of the Psalm, ñas I learn Your 
righteous regulations I will thank you by living as I should. And that, 
to me sums it all up, if we stay connected with all the dots in place, 
then how thankful will we be to live as we should within the body of 
our church, and when we compare our lives with His commands we 
shall not be ashamed, as a church, as an individual and as the world 
will see us. Connecting the dots of Godôs word, connecting the dots 
of what Paul was telling the Ephesians, how much more uplifting 
and encouraged can we get? It will always come back to staying in 
Godôs word, being committed to His standards.  Put the two to-
gether, thereôs your unity, thereôs your church working as it should 
and thereôs our lives when we step out into the world. Connected. 

Father, how wonderful are Your instructions, that keep us in motion 
constantly working together, unified through scripture, prayer, fol-
lowing Your ways, which sets us on the path of righteousness. Lord 
may we always be continually seeking Your word for our church, for 
our lives and may our community see something special about us 
that they may walk through the doors of Maple and charge us Father 
in that connectivity which will build on that foundation that You set 
forth. Praising You for all You will do as we commit to one another 
to stay connected knowing it is only through Your word that will do 
that, because we can do nothing on our own. Bless us as we con-
tinue what You have charged us with. In Christ holy nameéAmen 

Monday Nights:  Upper Room 7:00 pm, Alternately meet @ Spearman/Hall Homes 

Wednesday Nights:  Supper6:30, Children, Youth, Young Adult Discipleship 7:15 

Sundays: 10:00amï Kidôs Bible Study, 11:00amï Mission Friends, 6:00 pmï GAs & RAs & Acteens meet 

Our speaker will be Dale Long, a former member at Maple. Since he left 

Maple Baptist Church, he has worked with the youth at Homewood Baptist 

Church and is currently serving with the Conway Police Department. 

Thank you, Dale, for coming back to celebrate with us!  

 

Covered Dish lunch after the Service 



WMU Meeting 

Dates 
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To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the 

heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1 (KJV) 

Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 2nd Corinthians 9:15. What a great verse for 

children (and adults) to learn and associate with PRICELESS!, the theme for the 2014 Season 

of Prayer for State Missions and Janie Chapman Offering! Eleven from Maple joined others 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ŜŀŎƘ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ моΦ ϷрлΦпс 

was given for the Janie Chapman Offering. Deep appreciation to Ken Owens of SC Baptist 

Convention, student assistants, leaders and volunteers for a PRICELESS gift!  

On September 20Σ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ά5ƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀǎ 5Ŝōōȅ !ƪŜǊƳŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ά{ŜŎǊŜǘǎ ǘƻ {ǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 

Thought-provoking questions were posed for attendees to consider as the study concluded. 

Mission Friends ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 

missionaries serving in Lynch, Kentucky, Melissa and John Fitzwater. Thank you for helping! 

Girls in Action ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άϷн ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΗ IŜŀŘǎ ǳǇΗ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

with this community effort to purchase a service dog for Anniston Williams!  

The Royal Ambassadors will have an RA Campout on November 7, at Maple Baptist Church.  

Support Acteens beyond the WorldCrafts Party held September 24, as they strive to help lift 

women, men, and families out of poverty and fight human exploitation. Place your 

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘǎέ order by October 15. Questions? Talk with Esther Strickland or Pam 

Allsbrook. 

The Bible Study and Fellowship group will begin raising awareness of PTSD and sharing how 

churches can help individuals suffering from post-traumatic stress in the coming months. 

Women are invited to join this group on the first Monday of each month at the home of 

Helen Stephens.  

The Sallye Powell Prayer Group had a good September meeting, with seven attending. All 

women are invited to join them on the third Tuesday at 2:30 pm, in the Maple Fellowship 

Hall. The group continues to support WMU projects and praying for needs as they are made 

known.  

The Ethel Stephens Mission Action Group has undertaken a church-wide Operation 

Christmas Child (OCC) shoe box campaign. Meagan Harris will share details with the church 

about this.  

The Dorethea Long Sewing Circle will meet on Saturday, October 18th, at 8:30 am. 

IŜƭŜƴ IŀƭƭΣ .Ŝǘǘȅ {ǳŜ tŀǊƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ tŜƎƎȅ WƻƴŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мм άaŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜέ ŀǘ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ Wƻȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

 

Sallie Powell Group 

2:30 pm 

Oct 14 

ñHe will show him 

even greater works 

than these, so that 

you will be 

amazed.ò 

John 5:19-21 

Current 

balance in  

the account  

$4127.36  

Donôt Forget 

Your Pledges!  

 

 

Ethel Stephens Circle 

6:30 pm 

TBA 

Dorothea Long Sewing 

Ministry 

8:30am-noon 

 

 

Bible Study/ 

Fellowship Group 

Oct 6 

Oct 18 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   1 2 3 4 

    ESL Class 6:00pm  

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

Upper Room 

7:00pm 

WMU Bible Study 

7:00pm 

Street Reach 6:00 

 

ESL Class 6:00pm  ESL Class 6:00pm   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Brotherhood Breakfast 

8:30am 

Business Meeting 

Upper Room 

7:00pm 

Sallie Powell Prayer 

Group 2:30pm 

ESL Class 6:00pm  

 

ESL Class 6:00pm  

Dorothea Long 

Sewing Ministry 

8:30am 

 

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

Upper Room 

7:00pm ESL Class 6:00pm  ESL Class 6:00pm   

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 
Upper Room 

7:00pm ESL Class 6:00pm  ESL Class 6:00pm   
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Wednesday  

Supper 6:15 pm 

Youth Disciple Training 7:00 pm 

Childrenôs Choir (Gôs K-6) 7:00 pm  

Young Adult Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Prayer Service and Bible Study 

7:15 pm 

Sunday  

Mission Friendsï after 

childrenôs sermon 

RAs, GAs, Acteens, & 

Challengersï  7:00 pm 

Discipleship Courses ï 6:00 

pm 

Adult Choir meets 5:00pm 

Carolina Girls 

Getaway 
Womenôs Get Away 

Camp LaVida 

6pm 

Womenôs Ministry 

Regional 

Leadership Training 

WMU Executive 

Board meeting 

Carolina Girls Getaway 

Union Hills Baptist 

Waccamaw Baptist 

Association Quarterly 

Meeting 

Garden City Baptist 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=3165
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rDuigO7dFqAxIH4mXkhCBX5nFAFbPTa_i9UyKpiJnCo5dnaxMHr1psV9-mkRdNwBtEX1ZYstWagFMlUjcHXowXZPAD7GnVDe8eSDcevQCSuSberDrxHAEASXaOVQA9kqul9qxIfIRdheTfxR5is87WENIMu6xKZDNF9nBYJgO3U=&c=4Ab-vJsuCafzNSG0x1bsEl2Xrw38outPddnkO5AoFSUR9LHp


Shelba Jordan 

Jon Allen 

Jimmy Winburn 

David Harris 

Jon Allen 

Jimmy Winburn 

John Johnson 

5 

Placed by Billie & Marcie 

Shannon in memory of Billy 

Shannon, Sr. 

12 

Placed by Frances Williams in 

memory of JP & Cleo Edge 

19 

Placed by Helen Stephens in 

memory of Billy Stephens 

26 

Placed in loving memory of Lucille B. 

Harrelson, Joyce R. Winburn, and 

Cecil F. Winburn by Jimmy & Jane 

Winburn 

5 AM Jessica Abercrombie & Andrea Johnson 

 PM Pam Allsbrook 

12 AM Melissa Stephens & Melissa Boyd 

 PM Jane Reeves 

19 AM Bonnie Todd & Elizabeth Calder  

 PM Ellis Spearman 

26 AM Mary Beth Bennett & Katelyn Hucks 

 PM Kristi Bratcher & Helen Stephens 
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A - B: Neil Allsbrook 

C - Di: David Harris,  

Do -  Ha: Guy Majewski  

He -  Johnson (A -K): Gene Abercrombie 

Johnson (L -Z) -  Lee: Raymond Hairston 

Lef -  Norris (A -E):  John Johnson 

Norris (F -Z) -  Ri: Leroy Clewis 

Ro - Ta: Price Todd, Jr. 

Te -  Z: John Spearman 

Thank you to all those who volunteer in the nursery so parents may attend the worship services. Ques-

tions about the schedule? Call Helen Hall 488-4463 

5 Gene Abercrombie 

12 Leroy Clewis 

19 Price Todd, Jr. 

26 John Spearman 

The Deacons meet the first 

Sunday of each month at 

8:30 am 

1 
Josh Hucks 

2 
Gene Abercrombie 

3 
Jackson High 

4 
Alexa Calder 

5 
Karen Cole 

Becky Edge 

8 
Tammy Calder 

9 
Tonya Todd 

10 
Jacelyn Spearman 

15 
Pamela Blake 

Robert Edge 

16 
Brian Traver 

17 
Jeffery Cross 

Jeremy Cross 

19 
Robert Taylor 

20 
Sallye Beth Prince 

22 
Cheri Lewis 

23 
Earline Edge 

Linda Ann Parker 

6 
Ava & Ronnie Norris 

8 
Guy & Kathy Majewski 

15  
Martha Ann & Charles Johnson 

 17  

Pam & Neil Allsbrook 

19  
Terry & Michael Stevens 

22  
Kristi & Russell Johnson 

Come join us at 6:30 on 

Wednesday nights.  If you donôt 

regularly attend, let Peggy or 

Helen know that you are planning 

to come, so that we can  plan 

better, however, if you forget to 

call, please come anyway.  We are 

always happy to share and see 

how God will bless our fellowship 

and prayer time.  Donations will be 

used for the next supper.  

 

Menu for Wednesdays in October: 

Oct 1  

Lima Beans with Ham, Rice, Cole 

Slaw, Biscuits, Dessert 

Oct 8  

No Supper -  Preparing for 

Homecoming 

Oct 15  

Grits, Stewed Tomatoes, 

Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Biscuits, 

Dessert 

Oct 22  

Bar  B Q, Rolls, Slaw, Corn, Fruit, 

Dessert 

Oct 29  

Vegetable Beef Soup, Chicken and 

Rice Soup, Corn Bread, Peanut 

Butter & Jelly Sandwiches,  

Dessert 

 


